


Je babowch of ossint that warns

the dizens of Noples if the
nearlw voleono,  Vesuvius,
witheh overlooks their city,
will omce agadin twen deadly,
Thee inkew depths of the coeain,
A mdern fable mwalving o
flivwer, w birch, an snimal, o
moth amd o owhite eat. The
esoteric inspirntions driving
the pew wive of independent talion perfumers sets o
high bar, Thanlcfulbe, the end result is just as tantalising
s the extrmngant back stories,

Chver the paest decnde, o groming crop of independent
Italinn perfumers. both niche amd oot so niche, hove
besen mualekng e presence felt o hefragronee markel
Hanging from the opulent ond  exteovigant  Bogoe
Profunm amd Mendittorogs to cepebeal and berical
creators Nasomatto and Meo Fusciuni, these browds
anil neses hove carved oot an ol fachive space distind
from the more Bamilie Freneh and British bouses we've
vomie o associpte with the ereation of luxury seents,
With sk bore Dolion dewm, it should e s,

“ltlion people have gubs” explains aanl garde

pecfimer Alessandro Gunltier,  Infumous  for his
renegack approach o perfiomeny and his beger-thim

life poerson e is the foweder and nose of oiche bronds
Ot Pordsi and MNasomuabto, To give vou an idea of the
Jeirned oo yats T b= tullcing about, one of s most notodous
seents, areated for the Orto Pacisi line, was called
Stercus - the Latin word for manure, Betore you let the
e prt voun off, the seent itselfis in Gt an ineredibhy
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wearnble, smbery musk occord, Bub nuoming o frgsanoe

somiet bimg i Uheory thot we want tosmell ke - “pon”
is prreef Kl Crinltion s also o mostor, ahen shit stiner.,
Eeuat o sedth s odmvost st el undeestandingof sy to
push fgrance o e edge of scceptable while create g
sometling Dt still pleasunes he senses,

“Ihromghout history inthetraditionan | imdustriesyion
enmwsvnl by coum b on the [rolions to bresk sway from the
narmwhile maintaining the highest aohievable quality”
e sivs, “Nothimg against the Britsor the French, botto
me e Blalinnes hive alwas bl an incomparalble edge
over the rest of Europe, creatively aomd as o producer...
It thae Hadinnes that browebt perfomeny o Grasse!”

This edge Gualtieri speaks of anild be described
as g keen willingness to shake up the “baditional” in
fvoue of Hhe revolutionary: Batber than just fragranees
Ut simel | ol Tikae <oy thase produced by o Churnel oe
i Serge Lutens, these are perfiomes that chiallenge the
defimition of what smells good, They indude Brono

feroloris polorising Lamplack - a salubrious, mky
v biver namsed after o pigment made from soob that sits
et the mds of burm b robber anad petrol fumes, Cr Ailim-
hosen] Masgue Milano's Times Sguare, which secks to
eiphuire the smell of, terally, Tomes Sqguare and the
foumnders” love of New York, which they sy “stinks",
Anel the perfumie does too, delidousdy so - awnrma, hot
fruit coneoction, with lipstick aned roasted hacelits,
Yoouh it stonp oo vonr welst o vt tose G il e
e miasma thot is e New York ofvoor dneoms.

In 2004 Gualtieri was the subject of o zhort film
alled e Ao that follorwed hime os he attenpted to
fimal insprivsition for what was hen meant to be e 1Ot

and Bl seent for the Nasomatto boe. The nesull of
his research was the 2004 mwlense Blamage - o word
mitining disgrooe - Pt wis nude by mistalke, Or, more
accuritely, wis mude by allowiong o mistake to guide the
prrocess il theri waes Blindlokled and eluse Fouor motes to
Fourlad thvee seemt g guicked Dy oese aloe, The result: o
wonlw floral that smells surveal, ortificial, vet hasnting v
fomiliaw, “This bhurring of fintasy ond Bt s something
Gualtien does deliberntdy, induding never divulging the
netes hie uses in his feagranees inomler fo et people malke
up their own minds about what it smoells like,

“Imever dischose the notes used nonw wock,” he ells
WISH. “1 encourage the consumer o expenence and
evahute the smells solely based on their oswn feelings
and the renctions they produee fom thee surroomndings,
Peopbe fove become used to this Birm of commadity
evtlture i witich sheep-Bike Delovioor i poshed oo it
wherein they stop thinking for themselves amd rather
agtreewilh someoneelses apinion, Some may belicve that
i thilslelimg saweh traditiensl By svadlable informeition i=
Fomm ol disrupdion To e, its o form of freedom.”

Breoking rules is one thing, bt there's silso o sense
thut many of these independent makers are also

munntamnimg o triton of Halon wentibe i their
perfumery, Meo Fuscuni, foumder of the epommous
peerfume house MMeo Fuscioni, sayvs that bis hometoamof
Parma s diveet by Foked to e sesthetic of his creations,
“1 am i ton the mools of awe Tond, and dties such s
Parnnin, where 1 live today, carey in their history a o
tradition of perfume sinee the B centorey” e savs,

“In the post decade, | hove seen and met so many
nuses and artistic divectors of niche perfumery friom
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all ower the world . we [Balion perfumens| had lost
sight of ot rools and now thot we have recovered our
conirage we hove o healthy madness in s, which helps
s b ereade free b, abmost without choins or schemes
dictated by acodemic proctice.”

Whiere Gualtieri's work i delibesately provocative,
Fusciuni is thoughtful and poctic. Working with his
in-house nose Giuseppe Imprezzobile, be prodoees
frogrances that are luscloush saturnine, His work
Narciticn builds isell opon o fable written by
Fusciuni himsel |, unrolling in woves of solbey incense
and potchoudi, With Nottoeno, part of his collection
known s the Cyele of Poetry, Fusciimi bottles the
prowess of writing, recreating the smell of ink pnd mm

toeds ol the poct,

This sense of place, ond of inherent [Ealianness, is
algo foumd in the awonl-winning Mendittornsa, based
i Mo les anad fonnded e Stefonin Sqgueslinin 2002 s
2017 relense, Osang, was inspired by the patron saint of
her home dby, Naples, San Gennar, whose liguefied
labisoned = wnsesd Loy |'H'|'|.|i|.'l the fortunes of the city e is
stiel o protect, Composed of rich amber, the spice of
fenugree bk ond resins covervd in o glowingnote of honey,
COsang was o ool for the 2008 At and Olsctory
Awards in the independent cotegory, (oo twist, s
Lot tor Avrstralinn milline s and indie perfumer Moomi
Crondsir for ber briliant Nuit de Bukelite.)

Even thisse who create whint some wiuld deseaile as
i clnssic stvbe of perfume still manage o challenge the
perception of *dassic”. Arehitect aod founder of Bogoe
Profumn Antonio Gardoni develops his fmgonees as
Faee wersiabel s esilifiee — buoildimg im e s and thinking in

Su

o= Blessenedis Gualier
Lo A sampling of the new wave of lalian Frogronees
Bogus Profuma lounder Antenio Gardani
oy sl Mo Fuschon

-

med fusciuni

MNottormo

Are they
wearable?

Absolutely.
Andvet no,

unless vou
want to

smell like a

courtesan

who hasn't

bathed in

a month

bstractions, 11k b mied Bimows releases, Mooi and
Meny throw back o perfume’s hevdoy before TFRA
(Intermtional  Feguanee  Assoclation)  resteid ons
presented the wse of certain aroma chemicals amd
mituesl molecules Maat i< a foral, feomd cent tha
[ hvee ripe veel of o bedeoom the day after, Moem tokes
the fomilirity of bvender o waeps it o the point of
unkanemnlsility, Are they wearoble? Absolutely: And vet
oy, ks von wand tosmed] lke nocour esan whio basn't
hathed ina month, Which s, surprisinghy, realbe gond,

COF course, Italims are nol new to o perfumery,
Wihat the lkes of Gualtiert and Fusciun ane doing
is the continuntion of an esperinental spicit that's
centturies olil When Santa Mori Novella openced its
first Austrulion store in Sydoey’s Poddington eoclicr
this year it browght with it 8000 vesrs of history of
[talian aromaties. Elixies, pot-pourer, scented candles
o its signature seent, Acqun db Santa Mok Novella

a perfume commissioned by Catherine de” Medic
bk i 1555 for her future housbaoud, Enrieo di Valois
nf France, a scent thot is still mailable today for those
intere sted in wanting tosmell ke o king,

Ty, the Florentine frmscentfea, whidh  still
operotes i origial location ot Vin delln Seoln
Just metres from the Church of Sants Moann Novella,
s found itsell o kool global sudience  chising
the holy  trinity provenanee,  authenticity and
opiginality, A mixture of the soft el and bradngly
[erbul ingredients wsed s crealions esults in an
arormatic signature that smells almost otherworldby in
compuriEon W many contemporaries, Yoo conkl sy
it was doing elean fragrances before they wene even
i thing “Sipee 1220, the Dominican Friors of Santa
M Novells Farmacoitien have beon distilling the
elhicacions elements from loeal herl, flowers and rare
ingredients brought to Burope with e discovery of the
mew workl,” exploins Sontn Mario Novella's eduomtor,
Micheie | Marzzin,

[ besprite bt mearly o Abosand venrsold - ormade
[seeannse of it - Santa Marin Novellysollerings are atonic
of comfort in bediay’s commenciinl and ssathetic-heavy
fragrance morket. Some of e seents are even downright
mechicinal, bitimgly herboceous “The aromat ic signature
of Santa Maria Novellais best deseribed as nature meets
phormacobngy” explsins Marzane, “The Dominician
montks luwe over the centuries gamered the amma
benefits of plants that are cither coltvated by them, or
lrvested from the surroumsdng environs of Fhrenee
el arood the globe.”

This experimentotion hos since tmnshited tooan
array of fropeances Uhol toudh on nearbe every aspeet
off the perfume specteun. From Pean [V Espogne - o
carmition, birch and civel hsvy coneoction with o
g it lenthery devdoswn - that will pot bair on vour
chest, snd Opiponay, which smells ke someme i=
[surning rich resins fom within the hidden depths of o
foirest, to the more fmiliar cobgne-like structures of
citrus amd white fowers we've come bo nssocinte with
clnssie olion perfumery, “Walk down thestreet inoany
[talian towen, chose vour eves, and breothe in,” Moz
teells WISH. " Cotfee, vinidl b, atrus blossones and fruits,
figs, phoe, inceise - Uhe blend is delicions, tmeless
ot wiigque, The potueal world of e Mediteesanein
permentes not onbe the rch ort ond culuree of the
region, bub alse its world-fomouns coisine and [ale's
otstanding tradition of perfume-making, In fact, this
i=where Kuropean perfumery began” &)
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